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Summary: Correct authorships for Asarum 
lutchuense and Heterotropa lutchuensis 
{Aristolochiaceae) are determined as follows: 
Asarum lutchuense (Honda) Koidz. and Heterotropa 
lutchuensis Honda. Lectotype of Heterotropa 
lutchuensis is designated. 

Asarum lutchuense {Aristolochiaceae) is 
a perennial herb, distributed in the Amami- 
ohshima and Tokunoshima in the Amami 
Islands, Ryukyu, Japan (Sugawara 2006). This 
species was first recorded in J. Matsumura’s 
“Index PI. Jap. 2(2): 53 (1912)” as Asarum 
lutchuense T. Ito, but the name was not validly 
published because Tokutaro Ito did not give any 
description - it was a nomen nudum (McNeill et 
al. 2006: ICBN Art. 32.1. & 41.3.). Honda (May 
1941) published a new combination for this 
taxon as Heterotropa lutchuensis with a Latin 
description and cited three specimens. Therefore, 
thi s taxon was first validly published by Honda 
as Heterotropa lutchuensis, and should be 
typified by the specimens cited by Honda. 
Among these, the one collected in Amami- 
ohshima (Y. Tashiro no. 5) has a label with the 
name “ Asarum lutchuense T. Ito” and a short 
note written by T. Ito (Fig. 1), this is also a good 
representative of the taxon and we have chosen 
thi s specimen as lectotype. 

Very soon after Honda, Koidzumi (June 
1941) published a paper including the name 
Asarum lutchuense with a Latin description, 
Japanese name, and its distribution. However, as 


demonstrated above, the first valid publication 
of a name for this taxon was as Heterotropa 
lutchuensis, so following ICBN Art. 33.3 this 
should be interpreted as Koidzumi publishing 
a new combination based on Heterotropa 
lutchuensis Honda. 

Asarum lutchuense (Honda) Koidz. in Acta 
Phytotax. Geobot. 10 : 137 (June 1941). 

Basionym: Heterotropa lutchuensis Honda in 
Bot. Mag. (Tokyo) 55: 203 (May 1941). 

[Asarum lutchuense T. Ito in Matsum., Index 
PI. Jap. 2(2): 53 (1912), nom. nud.] 

Type: JAPAN. The Ryukyus. Amami- 
ohshima Island, near Sumiyo, Y. Tashiro no. 
5, Sept. 1887 (Tl-lectotype of Heterotropa 
lutchuensis , designated here); Nase, Herb. 
S. Yajima 523 (Tl-syntype of Heterotropa 
lutchuensis). 
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Heterotropa lutchuensis Honda (Y. Tashiro no. 5, Sept. 1887, TI). 
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